Community Integration - Talking Points

Mayview Steering Committee – 6/18/2010

The following topics and talking points are provided to help put some structure around our discussion of community integration at the next Mayview Steering Committee meeting on June 18th.  

1. Discussion of what community integration is

A. Putting it in terms that everyone can relate to

B. Understanding the different dimensions of community integration, such as 

· housing 

· employment

· transportation

· health care

· leisure

· citizenship

· poverty

· Other?

2. Discussion of the issues and barriers in our communities related to community integration 

A. Concepts of inclusion, disclosure, stigma (internal and external), creating opportunities for social contact, etc. 

3. Discussion of what’s working, such as 

A. Use of peers and drop-in-centers as resources to learn, or re-learn, social skills and approaches to community integration.

B. Creating opportunities for consumers to have contact with other people in non-mental health related or social environments.

C. Other?

4. Discussion of other ideas to increase community integration

A. Possible exercise to help people understand and relate better to the issue to increase awareness and education.

Our goal for the discussion is to better understand the complexity of community integration, and to work together to identify specific recommendations that can be used regionally.   

